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Some Implications of an UNPROFO# Withdrawal from Bosnia
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- In the end, tens of thousands of additional
refugees could be added to the army of the
displaced in other and equally burdened Bosnian
localities or to the pool of unwanted and

increasingly resented Balkan refugees in Europe.

The Bosnian military would be less directly impacted,

but over time its position and fighting capabilities would
be weakened. . ‘

~=- Military commanders would face a difficult choice
between feeding their soldiers at the expense of a
starving population or cutting the rations of

their troops and risking the discipline and
cohesion of their units.

- The net effect would be a significant tightening
of the siege the Serbs have imposed on Sarajevo,
the eastern enclaves, and other urban areas
controlled by the Muslims.

- Both Belgrade and Zagreb would see the
disappearance of UNPROFOR as an opportunity to
increase military support of their factions in
Bosnia, but both would be wary of actions so

blatant as to provoke more direct Western
involvement. :

The prospect of increasing unrest and growing military
weakness as a result of an UNPROFOR pullout might make the
Muslims more amenable to the idea of a negotiated '
settlement. Initially, however, it would be more likely to
increase Sarajevo’s interest in a genuine rapprochement with
the Croats and joint military operations against the Serbs.

Peace, however, would not be brought any nearer by such a
development.

- For their part, the Serbs, who have been willing
to accept a settlement leaving the Muslims in

control of a third of Bosnia, might be provoked to
try for more.

-— In this case, an UNPROFOR withdrawal might

culminate in a major escalation of the conflict
and the scale of human suffering.

The effect of an UNPROFOR withdrawal on the willingness . -
of the Allies to consider other options-~such as "lift and
strike"--is another variable.

- The risk an expanded conflict would pose to their
forces on the ground always been one of the major
European objections to 1lift and strike. Their
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departure might lead at least some.governments to
drop their reservations.

Even if the arms embargo is not lifted, Islamic
governments will come under increasing pressure to
help the beleaquered Muslims.




